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Follow ME

By Pastor Michael Smith

The social networking phe-
nomenon around the world is
amazing to me. There is this
innate need to connect with
others. This need to connect
was by design. God designed
us to be in connection with
others. We are not meant to
go through life on our
own. We are designed for
relationship. The primary
relationship in our lives
should be with God!

With that said, the need to
connect with others
through social networking
is very intriguing. People
are connected through: |
facebook, twitter, linked- |
in, digg, myspace,
classmates, and other
networks. People connect
on social networks because
of similar interests or activi-
ties. People share status up-
dates, photos, blogs, and
many details about their lives
through these networks.
People use these networks
as a form of communication.
There are countless stories of
people who have utilized

these networks to re-connect
with people from their past.
Connecting with someone is
simple. Generally you can
request to

with the click of a button.

As | reflect on this phenome-
non, | am inspired by the
potential that it provides to
influence people with the

Follow
ma!

gospel of Christ. Paul wrote in

1 Corinthians 11, "Be
ye followers of me, even as |
also am of Christ," (KJV).
Christianity is a following. We
are followers of Christ. We are
to live our lives to develop
passionate followers of Jesus
Christ. So, let me encourage
you to use these social
networks as a platform to

"f o

influence others to follow you
as you follow Christ.

In July, | will be preaching a

ermon _ series entitled:
FOLR Y MES W&FIRdAR
from Jesus Himself as He
called His disciples to "Follow
Him." We will understand the
priority to imitate Christ as we
appeal to influence others to
follow us as we follow
Christ. The series will be
wrapped up as we
consider what people we
are allowing to influence
our lives. Who are we
looking to as our
- examples in the faith?

life
God

" This series can be
| changing for you!

| has designed a master

I plan to afford this world

an opportunity to follow
Him, and to spend eternity
with Him in heaven. The plan
is for us (you and me) to be
empowered by the Holy Spirit
to share this good news with
the world. So, be encouraged
to live for Christ. Be encour-
aged to be an example to
those in "your world" of how
to follow Christ.
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SUNDAY, JULY 4TH, 2010
A.M. service will be held at the Ministry Center
9594 Keilman St. 0 St. John.

Join together for this morning celebration!

9:30 - 10:00a.m. 10:15a.m.
Coffee & Donuts - Atrium Birth - Kindergarten - Nursery Room

10:15a.m.
Worship Service - HRC Café

10:15a.m.
Elevate Kids - Royal Ranger Room

CELEBRATE FREEDOMEYZ <3

July 11 Follow Me: Following the Savior

July 18 Follow Me: As / Follow Christ

July 25 Follow Me: The Influence of Others

Get ready for another Saturate service. Our first i
Saturate service this year was amazing. People i
are still talking to me about how impacting that
night was. Recently, we joined together with e
about 10 other churches for an evening worship & r
service on the Day of Pentecost. That service i
replaced our second Saturate service. It was
amazing to gather together, seek the Lord, and
experience the power of the Holy Spirit.

On Sunday evening August 15, we will have our
next Saturate service. Mark your calendars now,
and begin expecting a mighty move of God as we
are soaked in the presence of the Lord!

SATURATE EVENING SERVICE
AUGUST 15, 2010
7:00 P.M.

Mi ni Center 1 9495
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Jay and Shelly are Nationally Appointed, US
Church Planting & Developers-Urban Ministry
Missionaries with the Assemblies of God.
They have two children, Miranda and Simon.
Urban Outreach in East St. Louis is about
reaching people right where they are. Jay and
his team minister to individuals and families in

- Urban Outreach Ministries %

Urban Outreach Team!
Tommy Smith Jr., Eddie Witt,
Shameca Black and Jay Covert

Address: PO Box 186

E.ast St. Louis, IL 62202

Cell Phone: 618.304.7900

Email: jaycovert@usmissions.org

East St. Louis through Christmas Gift give-
aways, Easter Egg Hunts, Blankets and
Hygiene packs, Friday Night Live, Corner
Cookouts, and friendship evangelism. Right
now they are in the middle of a major renova-
tion project and Sanctuary Expansion. They
recently purchased a brick building next to the
UO properties in E St. Louis. They have gutted
the building and are currently renovating the
inside and out. Once completed this building
will seat 150 plus.

3 OWhebnS|Ee - vaw.uoesl.org

MiSSIoN TRIP 2010

July 8-10, 2010

The HRC 2010 Mission Trip Team will be
participating in community clean up and
friendship ministry with Pastor Jay Covert
and his team at Urban Outreach. Mark
the above dates on your calendar and
spend time each day to pray for this team.

Developing Passionate F o

Il owers o f Jesus

Christ!
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He let YOU do WHAT?!?! AWord fromthe SPLQLVWHU
Reflections of a 46/ear old intern

By: Curtiss Asbell have a full | spand minamalrtirmeaod ghéck
By the time you read this working in.C_hicago, serv!ng the box-type acti_vities...l'd
article, | will have had the @S the STMmls_ter, supporting rather do s_omethlng else.
privilege of delivering my events, living Ilfe..lt‘s not like Soooo, .I deCIde'd.that | would
FIRST EVER SERMON. I_ cou[dn't use this prepara- invest in receiving all that
That's right! Out of all of the Flon time to Wprk on other God. .has for me as H_e
leading, coaching and items that _W|II he]p me quallfles_, me to be His
speaking I've done, | had complete my internship... mouthpiece.
never before been in a .
position to stand in front of a  Praise God for my “three We are all called by God to
congregation on a Sunday relationships"! You know, the do d|fferent' things with our
morning and have the Ones that Pastor Mike is lives. That's one of the
responsibility of teaching @always talking about reasons we are called the
people how to live a life that (mentor, peer, mentoree). Body" (there are hands,
reflects the values, As!walked through thiswith feet, noses, mouths, etc.).
principles and truths of the MYy mentor, my eyes were AS you live your life, are you
Bible; how to change and do oPened. | had a choice..| “checking the box", or are
something different with their could complete my intern- you making the investment
lives rather than just think or  Ship  requirements by to receive all that God has
meditate on something | was checking the box"...you planned for you? It's a plan
saying. know, doing what | had to do to prosper you, and “hot to

to get through it. Or, | could harm you. A plan to give you
From the onset, | wasnt alow my internship to be a a future and a hope (Jer.
sure | was up for the task. | RICH EXPERIENCE through ~ 29:11). It's a plan to change
mean, it went a little above Which God would change my your life_and the lives of
and beyond the require- life and the lives of others. others. BE A REGULAR
ments for my internship. | Well, if you know me, | HERO!
Note: Over the last year, | have completed eight courses on my way to earning credentials
to become a "Certified Minister". My final course consists of an internship which will help
me gain practical pastoral experience, as well as develop a deep mentoring relationship with
an experienced Pastor. In so many ways, | can hardly believe that God has been so
gracious toward me, and, yet, | am so excited to be better positioned to tell others of His
grace, not just on my life, but on theirs, as well. Thank you for allowing me to use this
column over the next couple months to share with you reflections on my internship
experience.

Developing Passionate Followers of Jesus Christ!



